1st Place Animal Wonder
“My Hero: Animal Wonder
Author: Ashley Riddle 

Nominee:  Daisy Bear
How do you start a topic like this? Well mine starts January 20, 2009. My boys and I watched the love of our lives walk away. No one can describe to you the pain you feel. There are so many thoughts that go through your head. Will I see him again? How long will he be gone this time? How is this going to affect my children? All those thoughts raced through my head as I watched that bus take my husband to the airport to go to Iraq. 
 

 My children and I lived life on autopilot the next few months. Living for that next phone call or email was all we did. I knew we could not continue like this or we would go crazy. I decided we needed a distraction. So I remembered growing up my husband had a black lab named Rowdy who passed away right before he deployed. So I scoured Craig's List and found the perfect puppy. I adopted Daisy in April 2009. She brought a breath of fresh air into our home. My kids were like brand new people. They came to life. Taking care of Daisy really saved our family from falling apart. 
 

 My husband came home in September of 2009 and instantly fell in love with Daisy. She has been a much valued member of our family since then. She saved the lives of a spouse, a 5 year old, and a 3 year old little boys. I will forever love this puppy who we all affectionately call Daisy bear. 
 

