1st Place Community Crusader

“My Hero: A Community Crusader”

Author: Lisa Morgan 

Nominee:  MSG Shawn Morgan

It’s fitting that at work, they jokingly refer to my husband, Shawn Morgan as “Captain America,” somehow related to the fact that he interviewed for the job by phone from Baghdad while on deployment himself.  Day to day, Shawn spends his time helping combat veterans adjust back to life in the civilian world.  Passionate about his work as a Readjustment Counselor, he shares his heart, soul and experience with the men and women he calls “his veterans.” 
His work doesn’t stop when the duty day is over.  He carries a stack of business cards with him, looking for hats, patches or bumper stickers identifying someone as a veteran.  Once his target is acquired, he moves in and tells them all about the services available to them, and genuinely thanks them for their service.  His sincerity and concern always brings a smile to the face, or a tear to the eye of some of the toughest looking people you could meet.
In addition to his “day job,” he is an active member of the US Army Reserve, teaching ROTC Cadets at Siena College in the New York Capital District.  There, he shares his military experience with future lieutenants, interweaving his clinical knowledge and insight to enhance their learning with real-world lessons.
Further combining his clinical experience with his military commitment, Shawn spends several weekends a year as a guest presenter at Strong Bonds Marriage Enrichment Retreats in the Northeast Region of the US.
As icing on the cake, Shawn shares another talent with the world, demonstrating his patriotism in a different way entirely.  He sings the National Anthem at patriotic community gatherings, semi-pro baseball games and military functions.  Oh, and he is sure to “plug” the counseling service he cares so much about, thanking veterans for their service at every opportunity.
