1st Place Peace Keeper
“My Hero: Peace Keeper
Author: Joan Korale
Nominee: Maria Paz Smith—Commander, USCG
Maria-Paz Ugarte Smith, immigrated in 1984. She holds dental degrees from the University of Mexico and University of Pennsylvania. In 1996, Maria-Paz joined the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) serving four years with Indian Health on the Sioux Pine Ridge Reservation, site of the Wounded Knee Incident fictionalized in Thunderheart. Today, Commander Smith, United States Coast Guard, is Senior Dental Officer at Yorktown, Virginia.
Maria-Paz is courageous. In 2003, she ace'd with top honors the Army’s Combat Casualty Course; in 2004, a Naval Medical Center Bethesda residency preparing dentists to deal with massive face and head wounds incurred under emergency or combat conditions.
A native Spanish speaker, Maria-Paz learned English, French and Italian to serve in LIGA International—“The Flying Doctors of Mercy.” She learned to pilot small planes “to reach the needy in remote areas,” in January 2008, journeying into an 8,000 foot canyon to serve Tarahumara Indians in Chihuahua, Mexico. Maria-Paz then volunteered for Operation “Continuing Promise 2008” on board USS Boxer in El Salvador and Peru treating 35 patients per day some of whom slept in line for two days. Maria-Paz is proud of having “achieved some peace and harmony during that mission.”
 The Hispanic Officers Advisory Committee (HOAC) USPHS presented Maria-Paz the 2008 Juan Carlos Finlay Award for volunteerism.

She was recognized by her Coast Guard Base Commander for assisting in the International Maritime Officers’ Course (IMOC), bringing together officers internationally to foster cooperation and camaraderie.
Maria-Paz became licensed in Virginia for “Missions of Mercy” (MOM) directed to caring for children of unemployed families. She and her colleagues have treated 450 patients.
Maria-Paz volunteered for another humanitarian mission deep in the Amazon jungle where she treated the indigent population from April 10 to 24, 2010.
Paz means “peace;” Maria-Paz Ugarte Smith is truly a peacemaker.
